The Eastern Progress, Thursday, November 10, 2011

Perspectives 7

Student suggests communication as method
of avoiding ‘sexile’ problems with roommate

If you have ever lived in a residence hall
with a roommate, you are aware of the
type of conflicts that can arise. From de-
ciding who's buying the milk this week to
playing music loudly while you're trying to
study, disagreements are inevitable. But
when the topic of sex comes up, things
can start to get a little messy.
~ Let me paint a picture for you. You are
in your room and are just doing some sim-
ple, everyday activity like watching TV or
working on some homework. Then, all of
a sudden, your roommate tells you his/
her boyfriend or girlfriend is coming over.
Of course, you don't want to have to leave
your room, especially if you're in the mid-
dle of doing homework. So what are you
to do when the two of them start mak-

ing out and repeatedly giving you hints to
leave?

1f you leave, you risk being temporarily
displaced for hours and hours on end. But,
if you stay, you risk upsetting your room-
mate and causing more tension in an al-
ready tense living environment. And no
matter what decision you end up making,
you always look like the bad guy.

Toward the beginning of the semester,
1 found myself in a similar position. As a
transfer student, ] had not had the chance
to make any new friends or get involved in
any student activities. So I spent the ma-
jority of my time working on assignments
for class.

My roommate, however, hzd his girl-
friend of three years with him, As I would
be working on things, such as homework,
yoga or even just listening to music, [ was
forced to averhear upsetting noises in
the background. As school progressed,
the situation grew worse and worse each
week And 10 matter how hard 1 tried to

ly express how
I'was, the point did not seem to get across.
Finally, I became tired of the situation
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and started using the library as a means
to do my homework and socialize with m:
friends. T had officially been sexiled from
my own room.

1 kept telling myself the situation was
not as bad as I thought it was, but before
I knew it, ] found myself staying out un-
til almost 2 in the morning. It was then I
knew what | had to do. 1 had the awkward
conversation with my roommate about
how ble he and his girlfriend
were making me.

Even though the conversation was a
very strange one, | am glad 1 did it. My
roommate began to respect my bound-
aries and we developed a system of com-
munication for when they do want to be
alone.

‘The bottom line is, regardless of the
situation, you are not the one at fault, A
roommate should have enough respect for
you to control their sexual urges while you
are in the room. And if it starts to both-
et you as bad as it bothered me, just talk
to them. And, no matter what, never sen-
tence your roommate to sexile.

Kentucky needs to come together to support veterans

Dear Editor,

We all have the upmost respect for
those who serve in our armed forces and
for those who serve overseas in harm’s
way. They deserve special respect and
benefits since they are the only ones who
stand between us and those who wish to
do us harm. Now, in addition to Veter-
ans Day this month, we also have anoth-
er unique opportunity to act and put our
words into action.

We possibly have three times as many
service personnel and support people out
of the country in the last few years. From
200,000 deployed for almost eight years
from the 1990s and early 2000s to may-
be up to 600,000. But judging from recent
pronouncements by the president and the
mood of the country, there seems to be a
new development. They are coming home.
That, 1 think, most would also agree is the
good news. But to really honor our service
people who have survived and sacrificed,
we are the ones that now need to do them
a service. We need to help them with the
many problems that have been plaguing

our veterans on their return.

Unemployment for veterans is at least
two percent higher than for nonveter-
ans. Twenty percent of returning veterans
have symptoms of Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD), and PTSD raises the
risk of domestic abuse. Prescription drug
abuse has soared, and suicide deaths have
outnumbered combat deaths in the last
two years, Even one-third of children who
have parents deployed in a war zone are at
higher risk for psychological problems, a
new study says. Violence is more common
among kids of combat veterans. And that
includes the daughters.

It seems clear that not one group or in-
stitution could handle these problems ail
by itself. We are now all going to have to
pitch in to make sure they have a soft land-
ing. I-cannot think of many adjustments
bigger than coming from an environment
where there is violence to one where there
isn't: We can never know what they weat
through, and I'm sure they don't want us
to go through it and find out. And those
of us in the South may have even a bigger

burden of helping veterans since the tra-
dition of military service in the South has
continued since 2001. In my home state
of Kentucky, we alone might have upward
to more than 10,000 service people de-
ployed,

1f we want America and its forces to
continue to be strong, and we want Amer-
ica to continue to become more peaceful,
then I think it is time for all of us to do
our service personnel a service and now
give them the special attention and con-
sideration they deserve in areas big and
small. This goes not only for the ones who
will be returning, but for the ones who ai-
ready have. This would not elevate them
above the rest of us, but only ensure that
they can enjoy a normal life like the rest
of us. This is probably the biggest gift we
can give them: That despite their sacri-
fices, they are still an equal member of
the American Family and the American
Dream.

Douglas A. Wain

Student launches ‘crusade’ for anal sex awareness

Trends come and go, and when they
come, trends dominate social realms. For
those of us not a part of those trends, the
constant barrage at every turn can be as
annoying as an Ohioan towing his/her
boat at 60 mph on I-75 in the fast lane.
These trends can be anything from an
overused word such as epic, a mythical
creature such as a unicorn or the trend
of homosexuality. Please note 1 am as lib-
eral as one can be and have no problem
with unicorns, certain words or those who
practice homosexuality, I just have a prob-
lem with being constantly overexposed to
these topics no matter how I try to elude
them.

Current news sources—Progress in-
cluded—television and daily life cannot
be lived without being bombarded by ar-
ticles, shows or individuals ‘promoting
homosexuality, their habits, their rights,
dress, preferences and on and on. Ho-
mosexuals will make the claim that they
are just seeking equal rights and repre-

sentation and d

ed by heterosexual opuuom I beg to dif-

fer, which is why I wrote a rather informal

note to the Progress challenging the edi-

tor to publish an editorial of opposite yet

similar subject matter: Seeking to bnng
0 a topic of

ten deemed taboo and risqué,

Hom ity between men often in-
volves the act of anal intercourse, and
‘mainstream media has no hesitancy in the
promotion of homosexuality and thus this
practice. When is the last time you saw:
any major news source running articles
about making love anally amang hetero-
sexual couples? The economy is in ruins,
the population has topped 7 billion, col-
fege students are $1 trillion in debt, sci-
entific studies increasingly prove that cer-
tain forms of birth control are dangerous
and, after reading last week's Progress, I
was informed that Student Health Servic-
es would soon cease to.provide free con~
doms to students. What solution remains

for an pulated planet full of cash-
strapped, non-pill-taking and condom-
less college students?

In my opinion, is time for us hetero-
sexuals to follow in the footsteps of the
homosexuals and start making love rec-
tally (i.e. anal sex). Homasexuals have in-
spired me, and 1 am on a personal cru-
sade to bring this subjéct out of the realms
of taboo and non-speak to the world of
equality and mass acceptance. Be ever
thankful we are all in a place and time
where one can go on a crusade for anal
intercourse and that we have a paper, the
Pragress, which does not shy away from
equally representing the taboos of hetero-

as they have homosexuality and
willingly accepts a'challenge to promote
issues not accepted by the mainstream.

Covie Schmidt
Student

24/7 visitation seen as discriminatory toward others

Dear Editor,

Allowing students at Sullivan Hall to
have 24/7 visitation is unfair and discrim-
inatory. First, we must note that not all
honors students live at Sullivan Hall, so
not all honors students would receive the
same benefit of heing able to “study and
work on projects””

Second. 24/7 visitation was ongmally

to those who have not, many others and
myself will be appalled.

My argument does not stop here. We
must also take into consideration students
who have éarned the right to 24/7 visita-
tion, but cannct afford them. Check out
the housing website. All 24/7 dorms are
at least $200 to $300 more expensive each

cause 1 iried to make this argument in a
meeting with an individual in the hous-
ing department my sophomore year. The
promised “mention of my argument”
in faculty meetings has clearly made no
progress, unless you are honors. Let us
work together to fight for the right for all

to have 24/7 vi re-

semester thm haslr dnrmx This means

man. As far as | know, undercl live

the lly discrimi-

at Sullivan as well. If the university has the
audacity to deny students who have right-
fully earned 24/7 visitation and to hand it

nates against who are eli-
gible for 24/7 visitation conceptually, but
not financially.

T offer this information to everyone be-

gardless of where we live on campus be-
cause at the end of the day, we are all EKU
students, honors or not.

Courtney Rogers
Student

Suggesting students will have sex cheapens their dignity

Dear Editor,

I reject the idea that a public universi-
ty should be providing free condoms, but
I reject even more strongly the idea im-
plied in last week’s editorial that college
students are dominated by their sexual ap-
petites. The statement “College students
are going to have sex” suggests that sex is
somchow forcordained for our students.
That idea is repugnant to any view of hu-
man beings as moral free agents who, en-

joying the gifts of freedom and rationality,
employ wisdom to evaluate various op-
tions and then make informed decisions.
As Donna Freitas made clear in her Chau-
tauqua lecture in September, most college
students are fed up with the hookup cul-
ture. Many students, including students
of the new student group Love & Truth,
of which I am the faculty adviser, have
turned away from sexual experimentation
to embrace virginity and chastity as glori-

ous expressions of human freedom. They
see sex as a great good, but one reserved
for marriage. Human beings possess great
inherent dignity; lets not cheapen that
dignity by depicting students as prisoners
of their sexual desires.

Todd Hartch
Associate Professor




